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Mr. Birrell: Nothing whatever has been dis-
covered to throw any light on the mystery of
the theft of the Crown Jewels, nor is there any
evidence whatever in existence at the present
moment which would justify the arrest of any
person. The story which some one must have
invented out of spite that any one is being shielded
from prosecution is simply a lie, and I am sorry
to have to add that it -has lately been revived
in connection with the name of Lord Haddp* The
introduction of his Lordship's name into the
matter is a particularly cruel outrage, for, as
already stated, he was not in Ireland for months
before the robbery, he had no connection with
the Office of Arms, and was only inside that Office
once in his life.
Mr. Ginnell: On what grounds, except In-
spector Kane's report, did the Chief Secretary
ask Lord Haddo to say that he was absent from
Dublin at the time ?
Mr. Birrell: I inquired about the movements
of Lord Haddo because, I regret to say, in some
infamous newspaper in this country his name was
connected with the theft.
Mr. Ginnell: Why was not Lord Haddo pro-
duced before the Commission ?
No answer was given.
Earl Winterton asked " who were the persons
holding official positions entitling them to have
access, or acting as clerks or secretaries to those
entitled to have access to the jewels at the time
immediately preceding the theft, how many of
those persons had subsequently resigned their
offices, and what reasons were given in each case ? "
Mr. Birrell: The only person entitled to have
access to the Crown Jewels was Sir Arthur Vicars,
Ulster Kong of Arms. The persons employed in